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The European Paediatric Translational Research Infrastructure (EPTRI) 
is a proposed Research Infrastructure aimed to enhance technology-
driven paediatric research in drug discovery and early stage 
drug development phases to be translated into clinical research 
and paediatric use of medicines. EPTRI is articulated around four 
paediatric research platforms:

1) Paediatric Medicines Discovery

2) Biomarkers and Biosample

3) Developmental Pharmacology

4) Paediatric Medicine Formulations and Medical Devices.
EPTRI’s first phase (Context Analysis) was aimed to map 
the competences and expertise for excellence in paedia-
tric research in Europe and to identify the possible gaps in 
the available paediatric research services and facilities.

EPTRI could provide a range of 
services for the development 
of paediatric dosage forms. 
This is now being tested in the 
‘operational and feasibility 
phases’ of the project with 
the aim to harness and 
facilitate networking of the 
wider expertise in paediatric 
medicine research (together 
with the 3 other platforms), 
creating an open science 
space for collaborative work 
underpinning the development 
of better therapies for children.

More than 200 research units answered 
the survey globally, 20% of which for the 
formulations and devices platform. A huge 
number of respondents was from United 
Kingdom and several countries were 
represented (Germany, Italy, Greece, 
Austria, Belgium, Ukraine, Portugal, 
Russia and Switzerland). The main services 
these research units could provide are 
paediatric formulations and drug delivery 
design for enteral/non-enteral routes of 
administrations, followed closely by taste 
masking technologies, biopharmaceutics 
and medical devices end user/usability 
assessment (Figure 1). 
The route of administration these research 
units have capabilities around are mainly 
oral, buccal and sublingual (Figure 2). 
The results also highlighted that these rese-
arch units work mainly on conventional and 
small Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients 
(APIs) and some of them could also work on 
biologics drugs. 

IntroductIon

A survey composed of four diffe-
rent links/questionnaires (correspon-
ding to each platform) has been de-
veloped using LimeSurvey software. 
It has been disseminated via email by 
EPTRI. Moreover, paediatric formulation 
leading EU experts, identified through bi-
bliographic research, colleagues, were in-
dividually approached to answer the sur-
vey which is still open for further analysis.
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Figure 1. Services the EPTRI formulation platform could provide

Figure 2. Type of  Route of  Administration


